Press Statement - GM Mustard (DMH-11)

The recent drive by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to approve commercial release of GM Mustard
(DMH-11) appears to be unduly hasty. While a verdict from the Supreme Court in this regard is awaited it needs to be
pointed out that seven years after the moratorium was imposed on the release of BT Brinjal, a credible regulatory
mechanism that can conduct long-term tests and ensure bio-safety concerns is still absent in the country. The assessment
conducted seems to have been done in undue haste and the assessment protocol also seems to have several critical flaws.
The protocol for assessing pollen flow from the GM Mustard can be argued to be inadequate and the productivity claims
also appear to be questionable. The GM variety has also been tolerant to a herbicide Gluphosinate and a multinational
company has monopoly over its production. Apart from the fact that release of this mustard variety will give huge market
privilege to that company and enable unabated profiteering, there was also no assessment of this herbicide on the bees and
other groups of pollinators. The entire assessment seems to have been done in surprising haste.

While Paschimbanga Vigyan Mancha is not against scientific innovation it also has a clear position against any technology
that challenges environmental safety and human health. It also stands for wide democratic consultation with stake holders
before such genetically engineered products are released environmentally. PBVM demands an independent bio-safety
precautionary assessment mechanism that should undertakes the scrutiny of GM Mustard or for that matter any similar
forthcoming genetically engineered crop varieties. Till such time, PBVM demands holding back approval of GM Mustard.
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